
Belleville Library Board Meeting    July 9, 2020 
 
1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm.  
2.  Present: Denise Mussehl, Bronna Lehmann, Christine Belle, Kiley Ogodogu, Mary Gehin (all by 

phone/Zoom) 
Absent: Deb Kazmar 

3.  Secretary’s Report and Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: The meeting minutes from June 
10, 2020 were reviewed.  Kiley made a motion to accept the minutes; Christina seconded and the motion 
was carried.    

4. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Payment of bills 

The balance sheet detail report from 7/1/2020 and bills paid as of 7/9/2020 were reviewed.  Denise 
made a motion to approve payment of the bills; Christina seconded and the motion was carried. 

b. 2020 Budget status 
 Board members reviewed the 2020 budget status. 
 

ACTION REQUIRING A VOTE MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
 

5.   Old Business 
a.  Building 

One of the library’s AC units was not working on June 29.  Walter Steele was called. He believes it 
may be due to a lightning strike and has the parts and will install them later this week. The village 
has been notified about the repair. The room’s temperature is managed by keeping the door open 
and using fans.  WJZ is back to weekly cleaning.  The fire alarm inspection is due to be done in 
August. 

b. Capital campaign and building project 
i. Capital campaign status update  
ii. Construction update  

All is going smoothly with the new library construction. There are still decisions to be made 
regarding adding toilet and sink sensors and any other changes needed for physically distancing 
patrons and staff.  

c.  Response to coronavirus health emergency	
 i.  Status of curbside delivery and other library services  
 Curbside pickup continues to go well, with same day appointments an option and most slots 

filled.  Patrons are returning items as well.  Items checked out before July 6 are due August 1. 
Items checked out from July 6 on are due September 1.  Checkouts are down 43% from this 
time last year, which is consistent with other libraries.  Overdrive numbers are up a bit.		Bronna 
reported to Board members that another option to curbside pickup would be to check out and 
bag people’s holds as the holds arrive.  Bags would be labeled with their name (five letters for 
privacy) and the date, placed on tables in the lobby and people can come in one at a time to grab 
their bag.  There would be no need for patrons to stand in line to be checked out. Staff could 
still schedule outdoors curbside for anyone who does not want to come in the building. A staff 
member would monitor the area.  Board members agreed that this option was a great next step. 

ii.   REALM study results 
 The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and OCLC (a global library cooperative) 

commissioned a study on how long coronavirus lives on common library and museum 
materials.  
On June 22, 2020, scientists at Battelle Labs released the preliminary results of their first phase 
of tests as part of the REALM Project. Their research revealed that the SARS-CoV-2 virus that 
causes COVID-19 is not detectable on five common library materials after three days. While 
tests found the virus was undetectable after one day on the covers of hardback and softback 



books as well as DVD cases, the virus was only undetectable on the pages of books and on 
Mylar book jackets after three days. This new information lends even more credence to the 
decision to quarantine library materials for 3 days. 

iii.  Next phase of reopening 
Denise made a motion to delay Express Checkout until July 20, 2020; Christina seconded and 
the motion was carried.  Other areas for consideration prior to reopening are to reduce cash 
handling to keep staff safe, self-check units/kiosks and hand sanitizer stands.  SLCS is looking 
at software to allow staff to offer computer help from a distance.   

6. New Business 
a.  Discussion regarding 2021 budget 

Board members reviewed the draft 2021 budget. Utilities for the new building will be higher, but 
probably less per square foot than the current building energy costs.  The budget is due to the Village 
by September 1.  Bronna will research many of the unknown costs the new building will present.   

b.  Consideration of Transparent Language renewal 
Bronna needs to notify SCLS whether we will continue with Transparent Languages by August 1.  
Kiley made a motion to renew the Transparent Language electronic resource; Mary seconded and the 
motion was carried. 

c.  Discussion regarding options to support patron and staff distancing at library 
For virtural Storytime, Michellle would like a 11-inch iPad Pro 128GB ($799 + $129 AppleCare), 
Magic Keyboard ($299), 18” LED iPad Ring Light Kit ($177 with ring light, 6 ft stand, 
iPad/smartphone mount, Bluetooth shutter remote, orange and white filters, half moon mirror 
attachment, and bag).  Mary made a motion to purchase the package for $1275 and AppleCare for 
$129; Kiley seconded and the motion was carried. 

d. Discussion regarding RFID and self-check equipment options 
Bronna is researching various self-check models.  RFID would allow individuals to scan a stack of 
items and staff to inventory items on shelves. 

e.  Consideration of Madison Community Foundation building fund withdrawal to cover June 
architectural and other soft cost expenditures 
The Library Board agreed to setup a monthly process for approving a withdrawal from our MCF fund 
to cover architectural and other soft costs.  For June there is only the FEH invoice for $17,573.35.  
The request will be made to MCF by July 15 so we receive a check at the end of the month. It will be 
deposited in our fund and then transferred to the CDA capital account for construction costs. 
The furniture selection is coming along, but there are a number of items that need to be firmed up by 
the end of the month.  Mary made a motion to accept the fund withdrawal to cover June architectural 
and other soft cost expenditures; Kiley seconded and the motion was carried. 

7. Village Representative Report 
8.  Directors Report 

1. Trustee Training Week is scheduled for the end of August. 
2. Two hot spots will be covered by the DPI Cares Act money. 
3. Beanstack use for logging reading for the Summer Reading Program has been much lower than 

expected. 
4. Bronna is worried that the reading challenge for the food pantry donation won’t be met. 

9.  Adjourn  
Mary made a motion to adjourn; Kiley seconded the motion.  The motion was carried and the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 


